We have investigated the roots and rhizomes of Helleborus abchasicus A. Br. for their content of lactones of 7-hydroxyvinylacrylie acid, ranuneulin, and anemonin. For this purpose, the freshly comminuted plant material was extracted with water containing 2% of nitric acid. The lactones were adsorbed from the extract with carbon, and then eluted with 50% ethanol. After the solvent had been distilled off, a dark yellow viscous residue was obtained which was chromatographed on a column of silica gel and eluted with ethanol. The fractions were monitored by paper chromatography in a butan-l-ol-ethanol-water (7 : 2 : 2) system as proposed by Ruijgrok [1, 2] and in a butan-l-olpyridine-water (4 : 1 : 1) system. The Legal-Gadamer reagent was used.
